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NRRI aquatic ecologists have been sampling macroinvertebrates from Duluth and North Shore streams since the late 

1980�[�•. Although the studies, goals, and methods varied, these data provide the ability to compare present-day stream 

invertebrate assemblages with those of up to 25 years ago, investigate yearly variability, compare wet and dry years, put 

small studies into a larger context, and other analyses. In some cases, basic water quality and habitat data were 

collected in addition to the invertebrate samples. A couple of studies also identified Chironomidae to genus for added 

taxonomic resolution. Two projects included South Shore (WI) streams for even more comparative capability and a 

greater range of stream and substrate types. PIs included Anne Hershey, Carl Richards, Lucinda Johnson, and Valerie 

Brady; all were assisted by a number of graduate students, technicians, and taxonomists.  


